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BXTEACTS FEOM THE DIABY OP JACOB HILTZ- 
HBIMBE, OF PHILADELPHIA, 1768-1798. 

[Jacob Hiltzheimer, at the age of nineteen, left his native city of Man- 
heim, on the Bhine, for Eotterdam, where on the 5th of September, 
1748, he embarked on the ship " Edenburg" for Philadelphia. Soon after 
his arrival he was apprenticed to John Nagle, a silversmith, on Front 
Street. At the expiration of his term of service, the confinement of the 
shop not being congenial to his active disposition, he decided to engage 
in farming and the raising of fine stock, and commenced by leasing land 
in the suburbs of the city. He took part in the campaign to resist the 
encroachments of the French on the river Ohio and on the lakes to the 
westward, and for his services was entitled to a portion of " back lands," 
under the king's proclamation of October, 1763. During the war for 
independence he was attached to the First Battalion City Militia, and 
connected with the Quartermaster's Department, in which herendered val- 
uable service to the army in the field. He was also a member of the Patri- 
otic Society. As Street Commissioner for three years, he discharged the 
duties of the office in a manner worthy the emulation of public servants 
at the present day. He was elected, in 1786, a representative of the city 
in the Assembly, and served for eleven consecutive years, being Chair- 
man of the Committee on Claims and other important committees. In 
all public movements he took an active interest ; was Vice-President of 
the German Society, a member of the Society for Promoting Agricult- 
ure, the Society for the Promotion of Domestic Manufactures, and the 
Fire Department. In 1761, he married Hannah Walker, a Friend, and 
established his home on the east side of Seventh Street, the first door 
below Market. After passing through the epidemics of 1793 and 1797, 
he died of the yellow fever in September of 1798. Mr. Hiltzheimer's 
daily record of thirty years affords ample evidence that he enjoyed in 
large measure the confidence and esteem of his fellow-citizens, and also 
sheds a bright light upon his home-life. 

We are indebted to the courtesy of his great-grandson, Mr. Jacob Cox 
Parsons, of New York, for the privilege of transcribing the following 
extracts from the diary. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

1768. 

February 22. — Bought a bay horse of George Eossell, four 
years old next grass, for our Governor Penn, for £28. 

February 27. — "Went to a barbecue at Eobert Smith's 
country place, and from there to William Jones's at Green- 
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wich Hall, with the following gentlemen : Jos. Fox, Samuel 
Morris, Samuel Miles, Samuel Nichols, Robert Smith, John 
Smith, Robert Erwin, William Jones, Francis Trimble, 
Captain Musket, Captain Jones, and Henry Elwes Sen r . 

March 12. — Drank punch with Levi Hollings worth, who 
was married last Thursday, to one of Stephen Paschal's 
daughters. 

June 26. — With my two sons went to Joseph Galloway's 
place, to eat Turtle, with Daniel Wister and others. 

August 12. — Went up Wissahickon road to set up mile 
6tones. Dined at Leberons with Hugh Roberts, Pearson 

Smith, Edward Milner, John Lukens, Surveyor, and 

Chambers, stone cutter. Then went to Christopher Robins', 
and a little beyond his house set up the xiii mile stone. 

November 5. — Dined at Greenwich Hall, on beefsteaks, 
with Esquire Fox, Esquire Parr, Samuel Morris, Judah 
Foulke, Clement Biddle, Robert Erwin, William Jones and 
Andrew Bankson. 

December 12. — Went to Darby to funeral of John Rudolph. 
Israel Morris, Samuel Nichols, Joseph Jones and myself 
carried the corps to the grave in Friends ground. 

1769. 

March 5. — Robert Hopkins' house at Point no Point was 
burned down to the ground yesterday. 

April 15. — Dined on Fish at Greenwich Hall, with Joseph 
Fox, Samuel Mifflin, William Parr, Judah Foulke, Tench 
Francis, Reynold Keen, Andrew Bankson, Henry Drinker, 
Joseph Wharton Jr., Edward Penington, Capt. Story, 
Doctor Cadwalader Evans and others. 

May 12. — In the morning took a ride with Joseph Red- 
man in a chair ; went to Henry Keppelle Jr. to drink punch 
and wish him joy on the birth of a son. 

September 28. — At noon started for the £100. purse the 
following horses : James De Lancey's bay horse Lath, 6 
years old; Mr. McGill's bay horse Nonparil, 5 years old; 
Governor Sharpe's gray mare Britania, 5 years old ; Richard 
Tidmarsh's horse Northumberland. Lath won. 
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1770. 

January 7. — This evening I read a sermon delivered by 
Morgan Edwards the 1st inst. to a number of hearers at the 
Baptist Church in this city, wherein he modestly foretells his 
own death. 

March 6. — To-day James De Lancey Esq. of New York 
and Timothy Matlack had a great cock fight at Joseph Rich- 
ardson's on Germantown road. 

March 10. — Members of the Amicable Fire Company met 
at the "Widow Jenkins ; paid 50 shillings towards the new 
engine made by Richard Mason, which is the eighth he has 
made. It is said Mason made the first fire engine in this 
country. 

March 15. — Edward Penington and Clement Biddle 
called on me with a subscription paper to encourage the 
manufacture of silk here. I subscribed 40 shillings. In the 
evening went to hear Mr. Pillmore preach on Fourth street, 
for the benefit of prisoners. 

April 16. — "Went to "William Jones's to drink punch with 
his new son-in-law Anthony Morris. 

May 8. — Breakfasted with Alvaro Deornellas, who has 
rented the Maepherson place [Mount Pleasant, in Fairmount 
Park] for the Summer. 

May 24. — At Tench Francis's vendue, two miles from 
town, I bought six acres of land for £33 per acre. 1 At 
same time was sold 34 lots, containing 331 acres, amounting 
to £7544. 

July 14. — This afternoon went to the State house to con- 
sult about the non-importation of goods from Great Britain, 
Joseph Fox Chairman. 

July 28. — My wife and self spent the day with friends 
at Fort St. David [Falls of Schuylkill] and Mr. Alexander 
Alair was kind enough to cook for the company. 

August 9. — Visited Mr. Deornella's at Mount Pleasant. 
He pays Maepherson £70 rent for the summer season, in- 
cluding use of furniture. 

1 To this little farm Mr. Hiltzheimer gave the name of " Gravel Hill." 
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August 26. — Went with Thomas Wishard to the Bank 
meeting to hear Rebecca Jones, a single woman preach. 

1772. 

May 22. — Richard Penn, Governor of this Province, was 
married to Miss Polly Masters last night, and so was Mr. 
Samuel Meredith to one of Doctor Cadwalader's daughters. 

September 19. — With my family went to see J. Bates per- 
form different feats of horsemanship on one, two and three 
horses. 

1773. 

January 17. — Went to the burial of John Biddle's wife ; 
walked with Joseph, son of Israel Pemberton; Samuel 
Emlen preached. 

January 30. — Thomas Mifflin, Andrew Hamilton, Norton 
Pryor and Mr. Stoneburner called to see me. 

February 22. — Very cold. River Delaware frozen over last 
night. At six o'clock this morning Daniel Wister's thermom- 
eter was 4 below 0, and at seven o'clock 2 below 0, and 
Thomas Pryor's at the same hour 0. So it appears that it 
is two degrees colder on Market street than it is on Water 
street. 

July 9. — On invitation of Robert Roberts, went over 
Schuylkill to the Liberty Fishing house, and dined with 
thirty gentlemen. After dinner crossed to John Mifflin's 
place to see the windmill pump water for his garden and 
meadow. 

August 31. — John Penn, who was proclaimed Governor 
yesterday, came to my stable to look at his mares, he sent 
from England. 

October 31. — Went down to Mud Island to see the Fort 

which is being built — it was commenced about seventeen 

months ago. Dined at Samuel Penrose's at Schuylkill 

Ferry. 

1774. 

January 22. — Very cold. With my two sons, went with 
Charles Massey to Schuylkill to see him skate, as it is 
admitted he is one of the very best at that exercise. 



Extracts from the Diary of Jacob HiUzheimer, 1768—1798. 97 

January 26. — In the afternoon went to the funeral of 
William Ibison ; body taken from Isaac Howell's to Friends' 
ground. 

February 7. — This morning Qeorge and David Seckel 
killed my big steer Roger, now near six years old. 1 

May 2. — The effigies of Alexander Widdeburne Esq., 
and of Tbomas Hutchinson, Governor of Massachusetts 
Bay, after being exposed for several hours in a cart, they 
were hung on a gallows erected near the Coffee House, 
set in flames by electric fire and consumed to ashes about six 
o'clock in the evening. 

August 29. — Thomas Oushing, Samuel Adams, John 
Adams and Robert Treat Paine, delegates from Boston, ar- 
rived this evening. 

September 1. — This morning went to Church to hear Rev. 
Mr. Weinberg preach a sermon suitable to the meeting of 
the great Congress on next Monday. His text was Proverbs 
xvi. 9. 

September 5. — The general Congress met at Carpenters' 
Hall, forty odd delegates present, who chose Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Chairman, and Charles Thomson, (who is not a dele- 
gate,) their Secretary. 

September 10. — Took supper at the new gaol, opposite the 
State house yard — a part of the gaol was raised to-day. Jo- 
seph Fox and Edward Dufneld, of the managers, gave the 
workmen a supper, and afterwards they asked a few of their 
friends to the north-east corner room, where something was 
provided for them separately: William Fisher, Mayor; 
Thomas Lawrence, Sen r . ; Reynold Keen ; Robert Smith ; 
James Pearson; Judah Foulke; William Jones; William 
Gray, and myself. 

September 11. — Went to the burial of Richard Hockley, 
Esq. ; he was buried in Baptist ground. 

1 The following day the diarist, with about twenty friends, repaired to 
the slaughter-house of the Seckels, where Timothy Matlack certified to 
the net weight being 1678 pounds, and offered the following toast: 
" May the friends of America be fed with such beef, and may her ene- 
mies long for it and be disappointed." 

Vol. xvi. — 7 
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September 16. — A number of gentlemen gave a dinner at 
the State house, to the delegates from the several Provinces 
now sitting in Carpenters' Hall. 

September 18. — "Went to Robert Morris's place, to see the 
English cow, lately come over. 



[The diaries for the years 1775 and 1776 were borrowed 
by a friend, " who failed to return them."] 

1777. 

March 9. — Went to Province Island with the following 
gentlemen : Col. George Taylor, Col. Paschall, Col. Brod- 
head, Col. William Henry; Capt. John Webb and others. 
Webb has taken the tavern and ferry and eight acres of 
land at £90. per annum. 

March 18. — Went with the Messrs. Souder to the Schuyl- 
kill and laid out the Light Horse stables. 

April 17. — Breakfasted at Mr. John Mifflin's with Gen. 
Thomas Mifflin, Major Jonathan Mifflin and Major Ottendorf. 
Spent the evening with Mr. John Hancock, president of 
Congress, on Chestnut street. 

May 22. — In the morning went to Kensington with Gen- 
erals Schuyler and Mifflin to see the boats placed on wagons ; 
and in the evening with Gen. Schuyler, Gen. Mifflin, and 
four delegates in Congress, inspected the Schuylkill bridge 
and stables. 

JuneVJ. — Mrs. Dickinson, Generals Gates and Mifflin and 
myself visited the Schuylkill stables. 

June 30. — In the afternoon visited the Schuylkill stables, 
which are full of light horse, and from thence to Gov. 
Penn's woods to see the camp of North Carolina troops. 

July 13. — Called on Gen. Gates in Front street. 

July 27. — General Mifflin, who returned from the army 
last night, told me that the enemy are coming around to our 
Cape, where seventy vessels have already made their ap- 
pearance. 

July 28. — This afternoon paid Jacob Graff, Jr. for the 
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house and lot at the corner of Seventh and High streets, 
and received the deed for the same. 1 

July 30. — With Capt. Van Horn went to the [Province] 
Island, and from there to the camp at the five mile stone on 
Chester road. 

July 31. — At 10 o'clock to-night His Excellency Gen. 
"Washington came to town with about 200 Light horse. 

August 7. — Visited the camp near and about Germantown. 

August 24. — Our army commanded by Gen. Washington 
marched through the city; supposed to be about 12,000 
strong. They crossed over the bridge at Schuylkill, went 
four miles and then returned. 

September 7. — This morning Mr. Hancock and his lady set 
out for Boston. 

September 11. — His Excellency Gen. Washington had an 
engagement with Gen. Howe at Brandywine — the English 
lost in killed and wounded 1976. 

September 14. — Went to Province Island and brought oft* 
the Continental horses, and then by orders of Gen. Wash- 
ington put it under water. 

September 16. — At 11 o'clock Gen. du Coudray, with nine 
French oflicers, set off for camp over Schuylkill. The Gen- 
eral remained mounted in the boat; his horse leaped over- 
board and thereby drowned the General. In the evening I 
went to the Schuylkill and saw his body taken from the water. 

September 19. — News came to town that Gen. Howe's 
army are crossing Schuylkill at the Swedes' Ford, which 
set people moving. Congress and all other public bodies 
were off by daylight. I sent George Nelson off with the 
money, books and papers belonging to the public, to Mr. 
Hunt's [at Trenton], in Jersey. 

September 23. — The city much alarmed and people moving 
out. 

September 24. — Left the city with my whole family ; dined 
at Bristol, and then went to Abraham Hunt's. 

September 26. — This day the English entered Philadelphia. 

1 The house in which Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence. 
The sum paid was £1775. 
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October 6. — Set off from Hunt's with my family for Read- 
ing, Penna. 

October 11. — Settled with my family on the farm of Gen. 
Mifflin [Angelica], three miles from Reading. 

November 9. — Dined at Gen. Mifflin's, with his lady, 
Miss Mifflin, the Miss Morris's, Hannah Sherman, Mr. 
Searle, Mr. Anspach and Mr. "Whitingtou. 

1778. 

February 11. — Had Generals Oliver Wolcott and Sam. 
Huntingdon to breakfast. 

1779. 

February 22. — Attended a meeting of the Republican 
Club, at Duff's Tavern, thirty-two members present. 

February 25. — This evening my horse returned from 
camp, which Lady Washington had used in her carriage 
since the 2d inst. 

April 4. — Francis Lightfoot Lee and Abraham Hunt took 
tea with me. 

June 12. — "Went to the Commons to see Col. W. White's 
Light horse reviewed by Gen. Wayne. 

July 16. — Went to the War Office, and received instruc- 
tions to examine horses and wagons bought for the public. 

July 29. — John Grau set off with his brigade of twenty 
wagons for West Point — thirteen wagons are loaded with 
cannons. 

August 6. — My son Boby left for camp with a chestnut 
gelding for Major General Knox Q. M. G. 

September 21. — Attended the burial of George Bechtel. 
The same day arrived the second French Ambassador. 
Yesterday was buried Joseph Redman. 

November 11. — Went to the burial of Hon. Joseph Hewes, 
member of Congress from North Carolina, in Christ Church 
yard. Rev. Mr. White took his text from 1 Corinthians 
xv. 55. 

December 21. — Lady Washington arrived here from Vir- 
ginia, with seven horses. [Dec. 27. She left for camp.] 
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1780. 

January 2. — Early this morning a fire broke out in Mr. 
Penn's house on Market street, occupied by Mr. Holker, 
the French consul, which destroyed all but the first floor. 

February 24. — Visited the Treasury Board and applied 
for money to enable me to purchase forage for horses be- 
longing to members of Congress, agreeably to a resolve of 
Congress 16 th inst. 

March 10. — Dined near Germantown with Doctors Ship- 
pen, Bond, and Craigie, and Thomas Smith and Joseph 
Shippen. 

March 17. — Took my family to see Mr. Templeman per- 
form on the wire and flying down a rope, and many other 
surprising performances. 

May 14. — Gouverneur Morris Esq., member of Congress 
broke his leg by jumping out of a phaeton as the horses 
were running away. 

May 22. — The militia went to the field and were reviewed 
by President Reed and the French Ambassador. 

August 1. — Examined eighty horses purchased for the 
French army. 

August 12. — In the afternoon went over Schuylkill to 
Isaac Warner's fish house, where I met several gentlemen. 

August 13. — With Col. Miles went to George Bryan Esq. 
to qualify according to a resolve of Congress to enable us to 
act in the Quarter Master's department. 

August 19. — Last night at 12 o'clock a fire broke out 
in the Continental smith's shop on Chestnut street, and 
burned part of the carpenter shop near it. 

September 19. — Mr. George Mifflin and myself went to the 
burial of the wife of Hon. Joseph Reed. 

September 29. — Abraham Hunt came from Trenton and 
brought the news that Gen. Arnold went from West Point 
in to the enemy. 

October 15. — Summers and Karch set off" for camp with 
loads for His Excellency General Washington. 

November 4. — Dined with General Mifflin, Col. Mark Bird, 
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and Col. John Patton, at Mrs. Pauls, sign of the Indian 
Xing. 

December 1. — Lady "Washington came to town last night, 
and went on to camp to-day. 

1781. 

January 1. — This afternoon Timothy Matlack Esq. and 
Whitehead Humphrey, met in Market street between Fifth 
and Sixth Streets, where after some words they got to 
blows. 

February 8. — Major Edward Giles brought the good news 
from the southward of Gen. Morgan beating the British. 
Eilled, 100 ; wounded, 200 ; 500 prisoners, 2 field pieces, 
100 Dragoon horses and 35 baggage wagons. 

February 26. — Col. Miles called me up at 1 o'clock at 
night to send off an express to head of Elk. 

February 28. — Accompanied Col. Miles to the ordinance 
yard to inspect the cannon being put in wagons to go to 
the head of Elk. 

May 17. — Colonel Samuel Mifflin's body was brought 
from Reading yesterday and buried here to-day. 

June 2. — Went to the Assembly and heard Robert Morris 
speak concerning finances, and recommend to the House to 
take off the Tender Act. 

June 27. — Early this morning some cannon were fired off 
on the river. A cannon ball of a pound weight, struck my 
stable door, passed through it and struck against the wall, 
rebounded across the street into Christopher Bierley's yard, 
who picked it up and presented it to me. 

August 30. — His Excellency Gen. Washington, who has 
not been here since Feb. 2, 1779, arrived about 1 o'clock. 
[Washington proceeded southward Sept. 5.] 

(To be continued.) 



